
IMPACT of NAS in WV
G a p s   I n   C a r e

Nationally, one child is born 
with symptoms of withdrawal
every 15 minutes.
 - Vanderbilt, 2018

CHILDREN WITH NAS OFTEN HAVE
- vision and hearing issues
- feeding and gastrointestinal issues
- fine and gross motor delays
- sensory processing problems
(commonly misreported as behavioral issues)
- executive functioning problems
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5.06% 90% 46% 10%

50.6 babies out of every 
1000 are born with NAS
143 additional babies 
per 1000 statewide have 
intrauterine exposure
#1 in country

90% of our families report that 
they didn’t feel they got the 
support or training they needed 
from DHHR to care for their child 
who was born drug dependent

46% increase in the number 
of children CPS takes into 
custody 84% of all child 
protective service cases 
involve drug use. As of 
May 1, 2019 there are 7095 
children in fostercare

10% of the children in West 
Virginia did not live with a 
parent in 2017. We now lead 
the nation in the percentage 
of children who do not live 
with either of their parents.

Neonatal abstinence syndrome or nas
Is a withdrawal syndrome infants go through after birth.  It 
is caused by a pregnant woman’s drug use during pregnancy 
and includes an infant’s withdrawal from those substances.  
NAS is not limited to opiates and may also include medical
Assisted treatment.  **Not all infants impacted by NAS 
requires medical intervention**

3-5 year olds with nas
Are at a particular risk. This is when 
Birth to Three ends and the school 
system can provide services for 
children. Our families report that 
school systems frequently find their 
child not eligible for services because 
the schools are not well educated in 
the long-term needs of children with NAS

school systems report
Show an increase in the number of
children with “behavioral issues” and
Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) in
the elementary school setting. 90% of
teachers reported not feeling confident in
knowing how to support children with
parents who use substances and recent
study recommends additional training for
classroom strategies for challenging
student behaviors

how to close these gaps!
Similar childhood disorders such as Fetal Alcohol Spectrum
Disorder (FASD) and Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) have
specialized care coordination. Children with NAS need this 
same seamless coordination for our children to meet their
true, full potential.

Which can persist beyond and despite BIRTH TO THREE
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